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1. Purpose and Scope
This policy sets out Ambridge District Council's approach to delivering and protecting affordable housing across the district for the period 2025 to 2030. It applies to all residential development proposals requiring planning permission and to the management of the Council's existing affordable housing stock.
2. Policy Objectives
1. Increase the supply of affordable homes to meet identified local housing need
1. Ensure a mix of affordable tenures including social rent, affordable rent, and shared ownership
1. Protect existing affordable homes from loss through right-to-buy or change of use
1. Work in partnership with Registered Providers to improve the quality of affordable homes
1. Address homelessness through a preventative approach and rapid rehousing
3. Affordable Housing Targets
On all sites delivering 10 or more dwellings, the Council will seek a minimum of 35% affordable housing. On strategic allocations of 100 or more units, the target increases to 40%. The tenure split shall be 70% social/affordable rent and 30% intermediate affordable products unless the Council agrees otherwise.
4. Viability
Where applicants claim that the standard affordable housing requirement cannot be achieved due to development viability, an independent assessment will be required at the applicant's expense. The Council will assess viability evidence against current benchmark land values and an appropriate developer return.
5. Monitoring and Review
The Housing Strategy team will monitor delivery against this policy annually. A full review will be carried out in 2028 or sooner if material changes in housing need or national policy require it.
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