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1. Our Shared Commitment
Ambridge District Council, Ambridge Constabulary, and the NHS Integrated Care Board, as the three statutory safeguarding partners, are jointly committed to the safety and welfare of all children and young people in Ambridge. This policy statement sets out our shared approach to safeguarding children.
2. Definition
Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined as: protecting children from maltreatment; preventing impairment of children's mental and physical health or development; ensuring children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective care; and taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes.
3. Roles and Responsibilities
1. Every professional and volunteer working with children has a responsibility to safeguard them
1. The Designated Safeguarding Lead in each agency is responsible for coordinating referrals and providing advice
1. The Ambridge Children's Safeguarding Partnership (ACSP) provides strategic oversight and scrutiny of safeguarding arrangements
4. Recognising and Reporting Abuse
All staff working with children must complete training to recognise the signs of abuse and neglect, including physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, and neglect. Concerns must be reported without delay to the Designated Safeguarding Lead, who will make a referral to Children's Social Care as appropriate.
5. Information Sharing
Effective safeguarding depends on agencies sharing information about children at risk. Where a child is at risk of significant harm, the duty to share information overrides data protection considerations. The ACSP's Information Sharing Protocol sets out how agencies should share information appropriately.

Children's Safeguarding Partnership: safeguarding.children@ambridge.gov.uk
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